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[ 1000 pence sterling now contain—of fine gold, 30.5160 grams; ‘of the propoged standard
1d, 9-10 tineness, 33.8399 grams.
89 1 mungeswlﬁingsnlnggo contains—of fine gold, 7.3224 grams; of the proposed standard
‘gold or 9-10 fin - Tame. L
43 of tl?e n:gefls-’metric gounds (or sovereigns) will be equal to 41 of the existing or sterling
pound ; and 1017 of the new or met:ic pence equal fo 1000 of the existing pence of account, or
61 of tho new pence equal to 60 of the existing or old.

FrANCE— METRICAL GOLD CCINAGE.

Metrical Gold Coins useful in France, for International Comme;ce.
A piece of 100 metrical francs, containing—of fine gold, 39 grams; of standard gold, 33}

grams. A
A piece of 20 metrical franes, (Napoleon,) containing—of fine gold, 6 grams ; cf standard

1d, 63 grams.
o A 3i§:e of 15 metrical francs, containing—of fine gold, 41 grams ; of standard gold, 5 grams.
A piece of 5 metrical franes, containing—uf fine gold, 1} grams;; of +tandard gold, 13 grams.
100 gold fraces (Fiench) now contain—of fine gold, 29.03258 grams; of standard gold,

: prams. . . w

30 of the new or metric gcld coins will be exactly equivalent in value to 31 of the existing

1d coins. :
5 Mr. Elliott farther sates that if the British single gold standard were also metric and
decima!, nothing would be wanting to its completeness. L .

In1 €3, the American Statistical Association submitted the following propositions to the
Uhited States Congress :—

“ First. That the American Statistical Asrociation earnestly favourg the speedy
practical adoption by the peop'e of the United States of the metric system of weights and
measures ; the system of which the metre, the litre, and +he gram are respectivelv the pnits
of length, of capacity, and of weight, and the use of which, by rct of the last (the Thirty-
ninth) Congress, has been rendered permissible in the United States, in the makirg of
‘contracts, and has been neceszitated by the requirement3 of several branches of industry.

¢ Second. That our coinage should have simple relations as to weight with the unit of
weight of the metric systers, the gram. . )

“ Third. Tbat the standard as to fineness of our coinage, whether of gold or silver,
should continue as now, nine-tenths of fine metal to one-tenth of alloy.

“ Fourth. Thatin the opinion of this association no widely-extended and permanent
uniformity as to coivage can be secured through the adaption by our government of any
system which i3 in conflict with the pricciples mentioned above.

“ Fyfth. That the weight in grams and the fineness of the coins hereafter to be issued
should be legally stamped thereon prior toissue. | .

 Sixth. That the changes required for converting our existing coinage into a metrical
one are so slicht that the recoinage of the existing coins of tho Uni-ed States would be
unnecessary ; that the difference between the existing coinage and that proposed, especislly
a8 regards gold cnins of less denomination than ten dollars, is very considerably less than the
deviation now allowed to the mint, which is one-fourth of a grain for the gol l dollar and
quarter-eagle, and one-half of a grain for the half-eag'e, the eacl», and the double eagle.

 Sepenth. That in pursuance of the foregoing, the gold dollar thould contain one and
one-half grams of fine geld, or its equivalent, one and two-thirds grams of standard gold
{nine tenths fine), and that o her gold coins should be in proportion.

*¢ Eighth. That the silver half-dollar and the smaller silver coins hereafter to be issued
should contain of fine silver at the rate of twenty-{wo and one-half (22}1)’ grams to the dol ar,
or their equivalent. twenty -five (25) grams of standard silver (nine-tenths fine).

** Ninth. That the gold coinage, as above described, should be made legal tender in
rayment of sum3 of al amounts; and that the silver coinage should be subsidiary, and
admitted as legal tender to an amount not exceeding ten dollars in any one payment.”

The American Association for the advancemert of Science adopted a resolution in favour
of adopting the U.S. eoinage to the metrie system, by making the value of the dollar precisely
14 grams of fize gold, as a step towards the formation of fraternity among nations, hy the
unification of weights, measures and coinage, inasmuch as a!l monetary units which have
simple relations to the gram must have simpie relations with each other, .

Mr. Llliott makes a special note on proposition Serenth of the Statistical Association that
the “ weight of the existing gold dollar, when new, is only 3-10ths of one per cent, in excess of
fthe E‘ropo:ed metric doltar.” Those alittle worn will be the weight exactly. To propositinn
Eighth ho states that the existing lezal tender five franc piece of France is the same as
herein propozed. To proposition Ninth he remarks that the proposed silver coinage has
precisely the same weight a3 15 times the proposed gold coinage, which over values silver,
the market value of gold for the past 14 years having been 153 times that of silver. -

Our readers will not fail 10 have noticed, that thera is a difforence of opinion and faets
between the statements of Mr. Lowe in the House of Commons, and the statements we have
her; quoted from German and United States authorities, in reference to the French franc
system.

For our own part we have a very decided opinion, and that ig, that in the attempt to
settle upon an international system, the question should not be : isit German, or is it French,
or 13 it American? Butis it scientific? Is it in accord with the metrical system which is
scientific? If the answeris in the negative, then it is in vain to hope that any system which
hasg this fault can ever become universal ; and it ought not.

The course to be adopted to our mind seems very simple: et the different nations all
make their gold coins 9-10ths fine ; make them weighable in grams ; and have the weight in
grax ; ﬁta;:]::;lngzéi eaca!lxl;om.m W};&ever t.hief v_all:isd‘ !’tliight b& if {lﬁisdwere ac}one, they conld

B onally, compa And if in on to this, the decim. 1nci;
y also added, the system would be perfeet. i prncio’s were




